The molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 8 I 2 , an intermediate in the synthesis of organic materials, is nearly planar, the maximum deviation from the mean plane being 0.032 (1) Å for the C atoms and 0.082 (2) Å for the I atoms. In the crystal structure, a sandwich-herringbone arrangement of molecules is observed, whereas a columnar -stacking arrangement has been reported for the chlorinated congener 1,8-dichloroanthracene. Similar effects of halogen substituents on the modulation of packing arrangements are reported for halogenated aromatic compounds such as tetracenes and chrycenes.
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The CH-π and halogen-π distances for the herringbone contacts are 2.908 (7) and 3.446 (3) Å, respectively.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized from 4,5-diiodo-9-anthrone by a procedure similar to those reported in literatures (Lovell et al., 1997; Goichi et al., 2005) . A single-crystal suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis was obtained by recrystallization from a mixture of hexanes and dichloromethane (5:1).
Refinement
H atoms were included in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.9 Å (aromatic) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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